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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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    I forget the things left behind and stretch forward to what is ahead. 


     When we studied this passage in the adult class, it was agreed that one could not run successfully with the past looming over us. But we did not come to a firm conclusion of what Paul was concerned with for himself. Several possibilities were his persecution of Christian and the church, his Jewish lineage, his success as a devout Jew.  However, after further study, I am convinced that he is speaking of his successful efforts as a Christian which might induce self-satisfaction and a slackening of pace. Straining forward graphically portrays a runner who draws upon all his remaining strength and stretches out toward the goal. 


(Wycliff) 


     The point Paul is making is that all the good we have done in the past


will not get us to heaven and should be considered behind us. It is what is before us (the rest of the race) that will determine whether or not we obtain the prize. It is a grave error to think that we can reach the goal relying on what we have done in the past. Satan is patiently waiting for a temptation to catch us off guard and he is back in our lives.  Paul said that he had not considered himself to have obtained the prize until he finished the course.  About this he wrote, Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air;  but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be  disqualified. (I Cor. 9:26-27)


     With Satan as our adversary our defense must be a “full court press”.





		Joe Phillips





     The son and daughter-in-law came to me with a request shortly after the family was converted.  “Would you please talk with Mon?”, they asked.  “Though it has been two years since Dad died, she continues to go to his grave side every day to mourn.”


      As I approached the mother, looking for some clue as to how I could help her, I asked, “Violet, what do you think of death?”  In words I will never forget, she said, “Oh, Gene, it is the most terrible thing of all.”


     While not everyone may think of death as the most terrible thing of all, it must be admitted that to many Christians the thought of death fills the heart with terror as they think of their own death, or that of their loved ones.  Should we feel that way?  Let us look at death as God sees it.


God Sees That Satan Is Responsible for Death


     Jesus said, “He was a murderer from the beginning” (John 8:44).  Death entered into the world because of sin:  “In Adam all die” (1 Corinthians 15:22; Romans 5:12-14).  How foolish for man to blame God for suffering, illness and death.  It is the devil that has made this old world the graveyard that we see (Hebrews 2:14).


     This does not mean that God is not in control.  Contrariwise, He who subjects all things unto Himself uses death for His own purposes.  It is not Satan that rules!  While God 








     Our Creator knows that death is not the end but only the beginning for those who love Him.  What wonderful things He has in store for us in His everlasting kingdom.  The Bible tells us:  “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints” (Psalm 116:15).  “Write blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:  Yes, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them” (Revelation 14:13).


     Evidently the great apostle understood these truths clearly when he wrote, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  And again, “For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and to be with Christ; which is far better”.  (Philippians 1:21, 23).


To depart this life means to be with Jesus.  To depart this life means to be comforted in Abraham’s bosom.  To depart this life means to be at home with our heavenly Father.  To depart this life means at the judgment we shall enter into all the joys God has prepared for those who love Him (Matthew 25:34; Revelation 21, 22).


      Oh, to see death as God sees it!  Death is not terrible at all.  BUT, to die without Christ and without hope is terrible indeed!


     “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55).





					





Seeing Death As God Sees It


By Gene Tope








permitted him to afflict poor Job sorely, he forbade the taking of Job’s life.  It is God who retains the power to punish the sinner by death, if He so wishes (Leviticus 10:1, 2; 


2 Samuel 6:7; Acts 5:1-11).  We must never forget that it is God who commands the soul (Luke 12:20).  . “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”  We will see that God even uses death as a means to reward the righteous


God Sees That Man Needs Hope In Death


     For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22).  Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).  When death enters, how often God’s people turn to those wonderful words of consolation addressed to the Thessalonians:  “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with . . . Wherefore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).  We need hope!  How dark is life without it and how deep is the despair of the unbeliever.  Give us that hope, which even enters within the veil.  It will hold us firm as an anchor of our souls (Hebrews 6:19).


God Sees That Death Is Very Far Better








Pressing On





I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil 3:14)





     I’m not much of a fan of basketball,….wait, let me rephrase that, “I don’t like basketball”. My idea of a perfect basketball game is to give each team 50 points, play two 2 minute half’s, winner take all. That’s what it comes down to anyway. Because of my lack of interest in the game, I know very little about it or its rules. There is, however, one phrase you often hear, from those who talk about basketball, called “the full court press”. It tweaked my interest enough that I did a Google search to see what it is about. It is a term for a strategy (mainly on defense but can be used on offense as well) where the opposing team is played “man on man” where full pressure is used to force mistakes. It is, as the term suggests, an all out effort to win the game. 


      After learning this I could not help thinking of Paul’s use of this phrase in the title verse. In Greek and Hebrew, there are 13 verbs used to describe the word “press” and the word “dioko” as used in (Phil. 3:14) describes such an idea as a “full court press”. Vines says “it is to speed on earnestly, to give an all out effort”. 


     No doubt, Paul is speaking of a race with a prize at the end but it is not just any old crown. He speaks of those who run in the games, exercising self control in all things for a corruptible crown but we for an incorruptible one.  (I Cor. 9: 24-25) It is the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  The phrase “but one thing I do” signifies singleness of purpose and concentration of effort, 		Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





_ Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack


recovering from shoulder surgery. Joyce has 


back problems


Elaine Clem now at home recovering from 


knee surgery; Mrs. Alice Frasier ; Chris 


Jackson; David Nash; Collins Boakye  


 Emily Clark’s Grandmother has cancer


Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, elderly couple who


placed membership not long ago. Both are in poor


health and while they long to be at services, can


not. Cards would lift their spirit.


Expecting mothers: Jessica Jackson; Alex 


Bowman; Anna Tramell; Kelly Craven 


_______________________________________





Remember the Bible Forum 


March 20 – 22


_______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ryan Pink


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper---Anthony Lynch


   Asst. 1-----Chance Adams 


   Asst. 2-----Sam Adams Jr.


   Asst. 3-----Wallis Hampson


   Asst. 4-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Bill Scott 


2nd Prayer---Joey Jackson


Read Scripture---Mark Robinson 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Perry Betterton 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lentz


Song Leader---Michael Burke


2nd Prayer---Matt Parker


Read Scripture---Jeff Lacquement


Sermon--------Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Anthony Lynch


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Zack Adams


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Matt Parker


 Closing Prayer---Joe Phillips





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














